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The Driving Factors, Development Reality, and Promotion Strategies of Low-Altitude
Economy
Wang Baoyi* Lai Fengbo®
(1.School of Traffic and Logistics Engineering, Shandong Jiaotong University, Jinan, Shandong

250357; 2.School of Economics and Management, Weifang University, Weifang, Shandong, 261061 )

Abstract: The low-altitude economy is regarded as a critical focal point for cultivating new quality
productive forces and a key strategic direction in global competition. Based on a systematic
clarification of its conceptual connotations and defining characteristics, this study conducts an in-depth
analysis of the factor-driven mechanisms underlying the low-altitude economy. Through a comparative
examination of developmental trajectories and distinctive patterns across domestic and international
contexts, the differential driving effects of key factors are rigorously assessed. Furthermore,
multidimensional strategic recommendations are proposed to advance the development of the
low-altitude economy. The study posits that the low-altitude economy adheres to the techno-economic
paradigm, with four core interdependent drivers identified: technological innovation in low-altitude
systems, value creation through airspace resource utilization, market demand traction, policy-institutional
synergies. The four elements not only drive the development of the low-altitude economy through a
single link, but also interact with each other to form a joint force to promote the improvement of the
low-altitude economy. China's low-altitude economy is moving towards a stage of rapid development,
but there is still a significant gap compared to countries such as the United States and Japan. Overall, it
faces problems such as insufficient top-level design, institutional constraints, insufficient technological
innovation, and slow scene expansion. To address these challenges, the study proposes strategic
recommendations to foster the development of the low-altitude economy, including strengthening policy
coordination and optimizing institutional frameworks; enhancing infrastructure modernization and
upgrading operational safeguard systems; advancing indigenous innovation capabilities to reinforce
innovation-driven growth; accelerating the expansion of low-altitude service ecosystems to promote
industrial scaling and quality enhancement; and implementing systematic, region-specific development
strategies tailored to local comparative advantages.
Key Words: The Low-Altitude Economy; Low-Altitude Industry; New Quality Productive Forces;
Technology Economy Paradigm; High Quality Development
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