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Edgar Allan Poe's Fiction Narrative and National Imagination
Tang Wen
(Foreign Languages School, Linyi University, Linyi, Shandong, 276005)

Abstract: Critics have been arguing over the Americanness of Edgar Allan Poe's fiction. The analysis of
narrative techniques could reveal that Poe's fiction narrative techniques indeed reveal that his fiction
writing is full of the literary imagination of Americanness. Poe's humor narration which combines humor
and absurdity foretells the coming of American Black Humor fiction in the late 20™ century; his satirical
narration, both humorous and ironic, is bitter medicine to the construction of American cultural and so-
cial system; his mesmeric narration, presupposing the opposition of elitism and populism, is healthy for
the development of American Dream literature.
Key Words: Edgar Allan Poe; Satirical narration; Mesmeric narration; National imagination
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