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Analysis on the Statistical Challenges and Accounting Ideas of Digital

Economy
CHEN Meng-gen ZHANG Xin

Abstract: The digital economy has changed the way of socioeconomic development, reshaped the
pattern of social governance and become an important force leading the national innovative development.
However, the digital economy has brought great challenges to traditional statistical systems in terms of
basic concepts, definition of activity participants, welfare statistics, cross—border activity statistics and
financial statistics. In practice, there are two representative systems for measuring the digital economy, i.e.,
the OECD system and the BEA system. And the two systems have some similarity although they are
different. There is still room for improvement in the basic theory, digital product division, index selection
and measure method in the measurement of China’s digital economy. This paper discusses how to taking
digital economy into the category of national economic accounting from the perspective of macro and micro
accounting, and analyzes the basic issues such as the scope of digital economic statistics, digital product
classification, digital economic statistical indicators, data collection methods etc., providing some reference
to improve the digital economic accounting system.

Key words: digital economy statistics; digital economy development; digital product
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