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The History of Changes, the Internal Logic and the Evolution of the Rural Governance
Policy since the Founding of the Communist Party of China
Tang Ruiman

(Institute of Higher Education,Chongging Technology and Business University,Chongging 400000)

Abstract: Since the founding of the Communist Party of China, the exploration of rural governance
has gone through a hundred years. Based on the punctuated equilibrium theory model and the
method of policy documents analysis, the change of the rural governance policy in China from 1921
to 2021 has divided three equilibrium periods and one punctuated period. It is found that the policy
change is characterized by non-linearity, accidental mutation. The policy image of the rural
governance has experienced four stages: revolution-led, totalism, township-village governance and
multiple co-governance. In the evolution of rural governance policy, the attention allocation of the
central government decision-making and the trigger of the focus events have become the key factors
affecting the policy change through the policy venue. The study has further expanded the perspective
of understanding the change of rural governance in China, and texted the adaptability and
localization application path of punctuated equilibrium theory in the change of rural governance
policy.
Key Words: rural governance; policy changes; evolution logic; punctuated equilibrium theory
(WAEHH: Hedt)
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