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Evolution Characteristics and Trend of Urbanization Spatial Form in China
Research Group of Institute of Spatial Planning and Regional Economy, China Academy of

Macroeconomic Research

Abstract: At the present stage, China’s urbanization has entered the middle and late stage of rapid
development. The new urbanization spatial form presents new features. Urban agglomerations have become
the main form of new urbanization, the ability of gathering population in metropolitan area and “two
horizontal and three vertical” urban development axis is increasing day by day, urban development
presents differentiation, and growing cities and shrinking cities exist together, which form the basis of the
evolution of new urbanization spatial form in China. In the new era, transportation, industry, opening—up,
ecology and urban-—rural integration become new variables that affect the spatial form of urbanization,
which will have a wide and profound impact on the spatial form of urbanization. The construction of the
new land—sea channel in the West will be accelerated to replace the Baokun channel and form a “new two
horizontal and three vertical” urban development pattern. Urban agglomerations and metropolitan areas
will be the focus of the next new urbanization spatial development. The integrated development of urban
and rural areas and the revitalization of rural areas will inject new impetus into the change of urbanization
spatial form. During the 14th Five Year—Plan period and in the future, the urbanization spatial form will be
more diversified, open, balanced and efficient.

Key words: urbanization spatial form; new urbanization; regional economic development
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