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Red Letters and Construction of Official Virtue in the New Era
Niu Shaona Xu Zhenni
(School of Marxism, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210023;
School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872)

Abstract: To promote the construction of official virtue in the new era, we need to draw nutrients from
the red letters. There are rich ethical resources in the red letters, such as aspirations: firm belief and ideal,
self-discipline: strong sense of responsibility, children’s education: obvious ethical reflection, and so on.
The red letters demonstrates valuable character style of revolutionaries of the older generation, for exam-
ple they struggle for the ideals and beliefs all their lives with “1” identity of nation; pay attention to moral
self-cultivation to show the list of others; take children's education seriously to cultivate excellent succes-
sors. This is a vivid textbook for our family construction and is even moral models of Party and govern-
ment cadres officers. To construct contemporary morality of officers, we should excavate ideological
roots: that is, Chinese traditional culture of political morality and Marxist concept of political morality.
Its specific path should focus on several points: firm ideals and beliefs and make up the “calcium” of
communist spirit; keep a good clean mark and view and wield public power correctly; strengthen
self-cultivation to be an example for others; establish good family tradition and manage relatives and
children, which will provide ethical support and the path selection for the cultivation of the conduct of
the Party and the government. That will guide the Party and government cadres to constantly cultivate
political morality often think about harm of greed and always keep heart in mind.

Key Words: red letter; official virtue; ambition; self-discipline; children’s education
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