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Limited Autonomy and Rational Expansion: An Analytical Framework of the Difficulty
in Promoting the Centralized Scale Management of Agricultural Land: A case study of A
village in S Province
Tang Yuquan Jiang Xiuhai Huang Liuzhao
(School of public administration, Guangxi University, Nanning, Guangxi 530004)

Abstract: Why is it difficult to promote the centralized scale management of agricultural land at the
present stage? The existing studies have discussed from many angles, but lack of thinking on the
two-way interaction between the government and farmers. Based on the “field superposition” theory,
this paper constructs the analysis framework of “limited autonomy and rational expansion”, and
analyzes the whole process of promoting the centralized large-scale operation of rural land in village
A of S Province. It is found that: firstly, under the multiple field superposition constraints of
administration, society and market, the grass-roots government has the following the behavior logic
of “limited autonomy”, which leads to the misuse of biased force in promoting the centralized scale
management of agricultural land; Secondly, under the influence of multiple fields of society,
administration and market, farmers follow the behavior logic of “rational expansion”, which leads to
their non-directional resistance to the centralized scale management of agricultural land. In the rural
compound field, the “misuse of partial force” of grass-roots government and the non directional
resistance of farmers jointly affect the centralized large-scale management of agricultural land. In the
future, we need to start with the two-way interactive behavior relationship between grass-roots
government and farmers under the superposition of multiple fields, so as to effectively alleviate the
difficult dilemma of promoting the centralized large-scale operation of agricultural land.
Key Words: Centralized scale management of agricultural land;Limited autonomy;Rational
expansion;Field superposition
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