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Optimizing the Rural Elderly Care Service Supply System During the 15th Five-year Plan
Period: Problems, Ideas, and Countermeasures
Du Zhixiong Gong Junmei Gao Ming

Abstract; Optimizing the rural elderly care service supply system is an important measure for
implementing the national strategy of actively responding to population aging. Entering the 15th
Five-year Plan period, the intensifying trend of rural population aging, the continuously upgrading
demand for elderly care services, and the increasingly clear goal of equalizing basic public services are
jointly driving the transformation of the rural elderly care service supply system from "having services"
to "quality services". However, there are still prominent structural and institutional problems in the
current elderly care service supply system. In this period, it is essential to take high-quality
development as the core objective, integrate a positive perspective on aging throughout the entire
process of building the rural elderly care service supply system, and rely on the coordinated
participation of multiple actors, the development of a three-tier service network, and the empowerment
of digital technology to comprehensively improve the quality and efficiency of rural elderly care
services. To this end, this paper proposes that during the 15th Five-Year Plan period, efforts should
focus on improving the income security system for the elderly, optimizing the policy design of elderly
care services, promoting the matching of supply and demand for elderly care services, strengthening fi-
nancial support for elderly care services, fully supporting the social participation of the elderly, and en-
hancing the support capacity of digital technology. These coordinated measures will promote the devel-
opment of the rural elderly care service supply system toward a more inclusive, adaptable, and sustain-
able direction.

Key Words: The 15th Five-year Plan; Rural Elderly Care; Supply of Elderly Care Service; Popula-

tion Aging; High-quality Development
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