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The Underlying Logic of Urban Development's Transformation from “Extensive
Expansion” to “Intensive Development”
Ke Dongli Zhang Xinning

Abstract; China’s urbanization has entered a new stage shifting from large-scale incremental
expansion to stock-based quality improvement and efficiency enhancement. This promotes the
transition of new-type urbanization from “extensive expansion” to “intensive development”. Represents
an inevitable historical trend conforming to the evolutionary laws of urbanization, and embodies the
contradictory movement between productive forces and production relations in the field of urban
development. Marxist fundamental viewpoints on the development of productive forces reveal that
shifts in urban development models are invariably determined by prevailing productive force conditions
and changes in social structures. The inherent contradictions of the traditional extensive growth model
have become increasing prominent, while new quality productive forces continuously reshape urban
functional and operational logic. Multiple practical conditions jointly drive urbanization to transform
from scale expansion to quality upgrading, forming the fundamental driving force for the shift toward
“intensive development”. This transformation is an inevitable outcome of the phased evolution of urban
development. It aims to achieve a systematic upgrade of the underlying logic of urban development on
the basis of maintaining the reasonable core of previous construction and development. It is mainly
manifested in six core transformations: the value orientation shifts from “scale-dominated” to “peo-
ple-centered”; spatial organization from “scattered expansion” to “systematic coordination”; growth
drivers from “factor input” to “innovation leadership”; ecological governance from “ex-post remedia-
tion” to “ecological symbiosis”; cultural characteristics from “homogeneous construction” to “high-
lighting uniqueness”; and institutional guarantee from “construction-oriented” to “efficiency-priori-
tized”. This study constructs coordinated practical pathways centering on six dimensions: people-orient-
ed development, spatial optimization, innovation-driven growth, green and low-carbon transition, cul-
tural heritage continuation, and governance efficiency improvement. It provides theoretical support and
practical guidance for the high-quality development of new-type urbanization, and aims to enrich theo-
retical research on the “intensive development” of urbanization from the perspective of Chinese-style
modernization.

Key Words: Extensive Expansion; Intensive Development; Urban Renewal; Urban Transformation;

High-quality Development
(TS 4. e t)
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